Law and Gospel
When you read the Bible it may
appear on the surface as a book full
of contradictions, particular on the
very crucial matter of how we are
saved. Some passages in the Bible
offer forgiveness to all sinners, yet in
other passages the same forgiveness
is withheld from sinners. In some
passages heaven is promised as a
free gift from God to be received by
faith. But in other places people are
directed to do something themselves
towards being saved. This riddle is
only solved when we begin to
recognize that the entire Bible is
divided into one of two entirely
different teachings – either the Law
or the Gospel -- though both
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The Law Only Makes
Demands
The doctrines [teachings] of the entire Bible, both Old and
New Testaments are made up of two doctrines differing
fundamentally from each other – the Law and the Gospel
Galatians 3:12 says, “The Law is not of faith; but the man
who does these things must live by them”.
The Law has nothing to say about forgiveness and grace.
For the Law cuts us no slack. The Law doesn’t say, “If you
are truly sorry for your sins, and try your hardest from here
on out, the remainder of you sins will be forgiven.” Rather
the Law says, “Do this or die!”
The Law only makes
demands and threats and requires total perfection and
complete fulfillment. The Gospel on the other hand, makes
only kind declarations of free forgiveness and then calls you
to rejoice and believe that God intends all of these promises
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We Cannot Choose
to Ignore the Law
The point of difference between
the Law and the Gospel is not
this, that the Gospel is a divine
doctrine while the Law is a
human teaching.
Both the Law and the Gospel are
divinely inspired and revealed
teachings of the true and living
God. Neither of these teachings
can be denied or ignored without
grave consequences.
Read
Matthew 5:17-20.
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Saint and Sinner
Requires Law and
Nor is this the difference between
the Law and the Gospel, that only
the Gospel is necessary for
Christians while the Law was only
necessary before we came to
faith. Even for the Christian the
Law retains its significance, since
the Christian is not “perfected” in
this life, but remains saint and
sinner. See Romans 7:7-25.
Both teachings remain equally
valid, necessary, and ongoing in
the life of a believer, since the
Law’s function is to kill and
crucify the old sin nature, while
the Gospel’s function, is to
resurrect hope in the new nature,
since it is only by the Gospel that
God causes us to believe in the
free
promises
of
life
and
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salvation in Christ. Both are

The Same
Yesterday, Today,
Nor
is
this
the
difference
between
the Law and the
Gospel, that the Law
is an Old Testament
teaching while the
Gospel is a New
Testament teaching.
By no means.
There
is
Gospel
content in the Old
Testament,
just as
there is Law content
in
the
New
Testament.
Read
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Two Teachings, Single
Purpose
Nor do the Law and the Gospel
differ with regard to their final
aim or intention, as though the
Gospel aimed at humankind’s
salvation, while the Law’s final
aim
was
humankind’s
condemnation.
No, both God’s
Law and His Gospel have our
salvation as their final intention.
Only the Law, ever since the Fall
into sin, cannot lead us to
salvation.
The Law can only
prepare our hearts for the
Gospel.
Ironically it is only
through the Gospel that we can
obtain the ability to fulfill the
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The One Who Can
Save or Destroy
Nor do the Law and the Gospel differ
in the sense that they contradict each
other. There are no contradictions in
the Bible. Only paradoxes, which are
only
apparent
or
seeming
contradictions.
James 1:12-18;
2:5-12.
God does not change, nor does He
contradict Himself.
Instead God
consistently threatens the person
with the Law who believes that he or
she is inherently good, thinks he or
she can keep the Law, and thereby
gain heaven. And God consistently
comforts with the Gospel of Christ’s
free forgiveness the broken, humbled,
and frightened sinner who has come
to realize that he or she does not
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