It’s all About Jesus

How Long Can You Thrive or even
Survive without God in Your Life?
God didn’t however create a Theocentric
world because God Himself is selfish. God
is God! Life is supposed to be about God,
the Creator of all things. Life becomes
significant only in its relationship to the
Creator. Without God at the center of our
life there is a tremendous void. People fill
this void with many things other than God.
They also fill up their lives with lots of
activity in order to ignore the void that’s
there. This emptiness is created by our
forgetting that God is Creator and that we
are His creatures, and that life was
intended to be about Him and not us.

Counter-Intuitive
Whoever would save His life must lose it
Sin has produced a radical anthropocentrism in us. The devil led man into
this miserable self-centered existence when he convinced Adam and Eve
that they could be like God. In the first commandment God commands,
“You shall have no other gods.” But sinful and secular humanity has
displaced God from his rightful throne at the center of all things. Man
places any number of other things now at the core of his existence,
including himself (Narcissism). Man seeks happiness, security, and meaning
for life that should be found in God in the idols he creates. In fact, ever
since the fall into sin man's heart is an idol factory. Luther understood that
an idol (false god) is anything to which our heart clings for its joy and
comfort apart from God. This idolatry, is the root sin from which all other
sins originate.

How can God become the center
of our lives again? Our sins have
placed a vast distance between
God and us. Our sinning against
heaven
has
created
an
unreachable chasm back to God.
The purpose of Jesus’ becoming a
man was so that he could serve as
the one mediator between God
and man to bridge this great
divide between a holy God and
sinful men. His sacrificial death
on the cross brings us back to God
so that we no longer resent God
or run from God, but cling to Him
and return to God in faith.
Through faith in Jesus Christ we
can draw near to God with the full
assurance that God forgives,
accepts, and loves us because of
his Son, and what He has done for
us.

Please look up
1 Peter 1:18

For Christ also suffered once
for the sins, the righteous for
the unrighteous , that he might
bring us to God

It can’t be emphasized enough that as sinners we
believe that life revolves around ourselves. Even
when we try to find eternal answers, as sinners we
tend to look inside of ourselves for the answers. Or
else, in our unconverted minds we assume that we
know as much or even more than the Creator.

Only God can give us
God’s perspective
But as it is written, “What no eye
has seen, what no ear has heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those
who love him” – these things God
has revealed to us through the
Spirit. For the Spirit searches the
depths of God. For who knows a
person’s thoughts except the spirit
of that person, which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the
thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God. Now we have received
not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we
might understand the things freely
to us by God. And we impart this
in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit…
1 Corinthians 2:9-13

The unconverted are blind
to God’s purposes
The Pharisees said, “We know that God has spoken
through Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this
is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes… Jesus heard that
they had cast [the man who had been blind] out and
found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir that I may
believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him
and it is he who is speaking to you. He said, “Lord, I
believe” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For
judgment I came into this world, that those who do not
see may see, and those who see may become blind.
Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and
said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If
you were blind, you would have no guilt, but now that
you say, ‘We see, your guilt remains.” John 9:29,30,3541
Please look up 1 Corinthians 2: 14

The unconverted are the
walking dead and don’t
know it

And you were once dead in
the trespasses in which you
once walked, following the
prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of
disobedience -among
whom we all once lived in
the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and
were by nature children of
wrath like the rest of
mankind. Ephesians 2:1-3

The unconverted are
unconsciously controlled
by the Evil One
And even if our gospel is veiled,
it is veiled only to those who
are perishing. In their case the
god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers to
keep them from seeing the light
of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. For what we
proclaim is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ, as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake. For the God who
said, “Let light shine out of
darkness” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Turn me Lord, and I shall
be turned

Apart from Christ we are
spiritually blind, dead, and
enemies of God; and under
the mind control of Satan. As
sinners we have turned away
from God and we are unable
to turn back to God in
repentance. Only God can
bring us back to God. And God
accomplishes this through the
twofold message of God’s Law
and His Gospel
Explain repentance in the
broad and narrow biblical
sense

The unconverted to Christ
remain curved in on their
fleshly self
For those who live according
to the flesh have their minds
on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit.
To set the mind on the flesh
is death… For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile
to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed
it cannot. Those who are in
the flesh cannot please God.
Romans 8:5-8

John the Baptizer pointed us in the right direction when he pointed outside of
himself in the direction of Jesus coming down the road. Looking away from
himself John proclaimed about Jesus, “Behold the lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). The same John also proclaimed, “I
must decrease while He [referring to Jesus] must increase. In other words,
the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacraments redirects out attention
away from ourselves and onto Christ.

